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GREEN MATTERS

GETTIN" FRESH

Fruit market offers Michigan produce

By MIRTIAM MOELLER

Janmal Saft Water
ARQUETTE < Tom Bnan
owner of Farmer Q's Market
i Marquette, thinks it’s un
portant 1o Know where your
food comes from

=1 st want accurare tood informanon,”
he sud.

That's why he and us wafe Susan pay at
rention to where they buy the produce that
they sell in thewr store i downtown Mar
(uette

“Our mann 1oc1s on the prodiee 1§ gzﬂnw
in season, Mie lug i grown produce, direc
Iy off the farms,” he sad. “Our produce
from the Keweenaw 1o st abois ln:h.u'm
We buy direct and truck ot curselves.”

Braan pieks up fnnt and vegetables from
s famly farm 1o downst: e Frankfoft as
well ag other fanms such as Northem Natu
ral Orgames in Kaleva and Oak Hills Fanms
in Eau Claire. Fanmer Q's sells both organ
i and conventional produce, Brian sud

“1I'm commuitred ro the process and that
commitment reduces the tood frand of nus
representing of what the foed product 18,7
he sud.

Brian added that direct contact with the
farmers S important 1o him and to the fann
1S

“It creates cash flow for the grower,” he
said. “It's critical for their overall expenses
These types of fruit markets throughout
Michigan, they make fanning farmable, so
people can make a hiving off of 1"

Ths June, the store offers Machigan as
|m 1gus, strawbernes, rthubarb, snap peas,
radishes and other produoce

“We're really jus gerting gong,” Brian
sand. “Everyt hm- % a little lare this vear be
case of the cokd.”

When Michigan preducts are not 10 sea

“Our main focus on the produce is getting in season, Michigan grown produce, directly
off the farms. Our produce is from the Keweenaw to just about Indiana. We buy direct
and truck it ourselves.” —Tom Brian, owner, Farmer Q's Market

For more
information, call 228-
2004 or goto
www.farmerg.com.

son, Farmer Q's converts to fresh produce
from other courtnes and areas in the nation
that they buay from a downstate family dis-
tribigor, Susan Brian sawd

Farmer Q's also pays attention to recy-

cling by charging a deposit for certain fruit
containers, so customers are encouraged to
bring them back to the stoce.

“Bluebemes, | get those in reusable plas-
tic ‘lugs’ containers,” he said. “We reuse
the plastic ‘lugs.”

Peaches come in wooden baskets and
strawbermies in cardboard flats. All these
containers are either reused o recyeled

“During the summer, our dumpster gets
less and less garbage,” Bnan said.

Brian has also experimented with rnumning
his produce truck on biodiesel. However,
he saxd it was not cost-effective and
bicdiesel gas stations are still few and far
between

“In lower Michigan [ can get away with
it," he said, adding that in other areas it’s
hard to find beodiesel gas stations. “[t's too
much of a nisk.”

In the fiture, the Brians hope to move the
store to a building where they can install so-
lar panels.

“It’s good energy.” he said
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Ride First,

Work later.
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wm‘j ' “ start savisg yoursel! some GREEN!

% Lakeshore Bike
N\ j Marquette (906) 228-7547

GEOTHERMAL...
the Green
Alternative

The clean energy wayp Lo comfortably
, ¥ heat and cool your home or basines

Ug to 70% more efficiest than
* traditicaal heating and coolng systams

Fa Save money with reduced snsrgy &
L bils and tax incentives .

Halp wave the saviranment and
y 7 reduce your carbon footprise

Call o3 for & FREE wntimate and <

Call us,at (906) 774-1955
info@kleimanwelldrilling.co

GO GREEN to SAVE GREEN
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Since our founding in 1585, SCI's committment ta the health of
our environment has been reflected in the products and
equipment we use, andin the trainng our parseanel recane

SCI Cleaning &

Maintenance
226-2612
1-800-AIR-DUCT

24 Hours Every Day » Sarving the Entire U.P. Since 1985
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% Shop Green!

[ While shopping with us,
recycle your CDs/DVDs,
ink cartridges, batteries,

and local egg cartons.
iood C0-0P} Reuse your shopping bags
Local and bulk containers.
Organic
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A positive choice
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your health and the
health of the planet.
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Klean Kanteen

DOWN WIND SPORTS
514 N. Third, Marquette+ 226-7112
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First in Marquette County
to use eco-friendly
waterborne paint
technology.
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We Have Value!

Come into Mathews & find
aut how window
from Hunter Douglas can
Save YouU money on your
heating & cooling costs,
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MATHEWS
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since 1995

Y\n "

St, Marquese = 1%

M emathemstoor hdsps com

Stylish, Efficient Energy Star™

CEILING FANS
Su fm'ar Ltgktmg

The ant Liaht

1021 Wesl Wamng\’n bl V-'mm-”- * (S04) 226-3555
[bstwwan KIC & Mathews Floor Fashions)
waw supesclighting com




